
The City of North Branch 



The story of the geographical area that the municipal government of North Branch has encompassed since its 
incorporation as a township in 1861 has come full circle. In 1881 the citizens of the township continued under 
one municipal government when North Branch incorporated as a township-size village (36 square miles).

In 1901, however, the jurisdiction divided. A one-square mile area of the township detached from the original 
village and reincorporated itself as the village of North Branch. The village of North Branch was more 
urbanized and was centrally located within the original 35 square mile rural area that reverted its status back 
to township and named itself Branch.

In 1961 Branch became a village, still surrounding the village of North Branch. When both communities grew 
rapidly after the completion of 1-35 in 1969, North Branch continued to be the more densely populated urban 
area of the community while Branch became home to many commuters who built homes on one-acre or larger 
lots. Farms comprise the remainder of the area.

In 1974, both communities became statutory cities under the state law that encouraged uniformity in 
municipal government. Within the next 10 years citizens began to reconsider the benefits of consolidating the 
governments and services of the communities.

A special election in 1984 proposed a study of merging the two cities. The proposal failed, and for the next 10 
years the area experienced detachment/annexation proceedings, requests for extension of North Branch's 
municipal services, citizens' petitions to respective city councils and a study on consolidation by the Minnesota 
Municipal Board and a 20-member citizens' task force.

The Municipal Board granted the consolidation and the North Branch City Council adopted it. However, the 
Branch City Council defeated the measure. A sufficient number of Branch residents petitioned for a 
referendum on consolidation, which was held on September 13, 1994 to coincide with the primary election. 
Large majorities of the voters in both Branch and North Branch voted for consolidation. As a result, the 
Municipal Board met and called for election of officers for the new city at the general election. The city 
officials were sworn in and the new city name came into existence on November 14, 1994

Read more at http://www.ci.north-
branch.mn.us/residents/about_north_branch/index.php#sWCcPdjVOYFVYS57.99

North Branch Area History



The City of North Branch 

Values

Strong Sense 
of Community

City’s 
Commitment 
to its Parks 
and Trails

A Community 
that 

Encourages 
Bilking and 

Walking

A Home Town 
Feeling

Quality 
Schools



Vision for Economic 

Development
A strong business community is the cornerstone of a vibrant city.  

Economic development encompasses the policies and activities that 

improve the long term economic and social wellbeing of the 

community.  Communities with strong economies have financial 

resources to support the levels of service that their residents need 

and desire.  Successful communities realize that economic 

development s about bringing together social, natural, 

infrastructure, and economic assets in the community to sustain the 

“whole” community.  



Welcome to North Branch, Minnesota

 I-35 Location that provides quick access south to the 

Twin Cities Metro markets and to the North Duluth and 

Lake Superior

 MN 95 highway provides a western connection to the St. 

Cloud area markets and an eastern connection to Rice 

Lake, WI

 Chisago County has a highly skilled labor force that is 

readily available since 2/3 of the workers currently 

commute outside the County for work

 Over 200 acres if industrial land along I-35 for 

development with shovel-ready sites available

 A Regional center anchored by the North Branch Outlet 

stores and furniture outlet shores as well as Jerry’s 

County Market provide retail services



Traffic Counts
The City is located at the cross roads of I35 and TH95. TH95 also intersects with 

several Chisago County roads, including Co 30, formerly known as Hwy. 61, the 

historic highway that runs along the eastern border of Minnesota spanning from the 

Iowa border and running up along the north shore of Lake Superior. Based 2017 

MnDOT traffic data, daily traffic counts along I35 heading north to North Branch 

average 37,500. An estimated 22,400 cars move west from I35 along TH95 each day. 

The daily traffic count is estimated at 22,500 cars moving east from I35 along TH95. 

An estimated 15,400 cars pass through the intersection of TH95 and Co. 30.



Tax Increment Financing

Tax increment financing (TIF) is the primary development finance tool 

available to Minnesota cities (Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.174 

through 469.179). TIF is simple in concept, but complex in its 

application. Through tax increment financing, the property taxes 

created by new development (or redevelopment) are captured and 

used to finance activities needed to encourage the development. The 

challenge in using TIF lies with the complex and ever- changing 

statutory limitations.



Tax Abatement
Tax abatement acts like a simpler and less powerful version of tax 

increment financing. With TIF, the city controls the entire property 

tax revenue from new development. Under the abatement statute 

(Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.1812 through 469.1815), the city, 

county and school district have independent authority to grant tax 

abatement.



Special Assessments 
Public improvements are often financed using the power to levy 

special assessments (Minnesota Statutes Chapter 429). A special 

assessment is a means for benefiting properties to pay for all or 

part of the costs associated with improvements, and to spread 

the impact over a period of years. This tool can be applied to 

both the construction of new improvements and the 

rehabilitation of existing improvements.



Grant Programs
Cities can leverage funding from various grant programs to help take on economic 

development initiatives. There are numerous grant programs available to cities 

provided by various state and federal agencies related to economic development 

and downtown redevelopment. The Community Development Block Grant program 

(CDBG) administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD) provides grants on an annual basis to states and eligible local governments 

for community development activities. 


