
307 Old Town Avondale Business District (OTAB)  

A. Purpose  

The purpose of the Old Town Avondale Business District (OTAB) is to further the revitalization of the City’s original 

town site and its immediate vicinity by encouraging pedestrian-oriented development and by emphasizing a 

unique mix of uses intended to make Old Town a destination, with street level activity that takes one back to an 

earlier place in Avondale’s history.  

The district shall enhance and maintain the character of retail and residential living by encouraging an active 

pedestrian environment while also promoting vitality throughout the district. To accomplish the task of making 

OTAB pedestrian friendly, the district requires new structures to be designed at a human scale to preserve the 

residential and historical character of the neighborhood. Development occurring in the district shall be designed to 

reduce conflicts between pedestrians and vehicular traffic and to promote primary areas of concentrated indoor 

retail and service business uses, but not regional shopping centers.  

The Old Town Avondale Business District is intended to: City of Avondale Zoning Ordinance – Section 3, 

Commercial Districts  
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1. Promote a healthy community by encouraging development and redevelopment of pedestrian-focused 

commercial businesses, such as those which encourage patrons to shop and dine for several hours without having 

to use their vehicles between stops.  

2. Reduce the dominance of the automobile by encouraging the use of shared parking areas, such as on-street 

parking, public surface lots, and public parking structures.  

3. Create a destination for unique retail, restaurant, entertainment and service uses that increase revenues and 

strengthen the City’s tax base, drawing consumers both locally and regionally.  

4. Respect the local and cultural significance of the City’s original town site without hindering creativity in design.  

5. Support limited commercial uses in residential structures located within the neighborhoods that are located in 

close proximity to Western Avenue.  

6. Provide an environment where commerce can flourish in a traditional main street type of setting, with the 

knowledge that ample opportunity for suburban style development is available throughout the remainder of the 

City.  

7. Create old-fashioned neighborhoods where a variety of housing types coexist alongside compatible commercial 

businesses.  

B. Applicability  

The location and boundaries of the OTAB District are established as shown on the map entitled “Zoning Atlas, City 

of Avondale, Arizona,” as amended, a copy of which is on file with the Department.  

C. Sub-Districts  

The OTAB District is comprised of the following sub-districts:  

1. Heritage District.  

Any property located within OTAB with direct frontage on Western Avenue, Central Avenue or Dysart Road shall 

be subject to the requirements, restrictions and standards that are listed in this subsection 307(C)(1). This Sub-

District promotes pedestrian-oriented development that is designed to attract customers from a regional trade 



area as well as from the immediate area. Commercial uses are required on the ground floor in order to produce 

the critical mass of businesses necessary to make the area flourish; residential uses are encouraged on upper 

floors to create a presence in the area during off-peak business hours. Development shall take the form of a 

traditional main street, where businesses extend to the pedestrian sidewalk and parking is provided on the street, 

within public lots/structures, or behind the buildings.  

2. Neighborhood District.  

Any property located within OTAB with direct frontage on a local street shall be subject to the requirements, 

restrictions and standards that are listed in this subsection 307(C)(2) for the City of Avondale Zoning Ordinance – 

Section 3, Commercial Districts  
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Neighborhood District. This Sub-District is designed to provide a transition between the OTAB Heritage District and 

the residential districts located on the periphery of the OTAB Neighborhood District. Residential uses remain the 

primary land use; however, non-residential uses such as boutiques, cafes, professional offices and bed and 

breakfast inns are permitted. These commercial businesses may be located in either retrofitted residences or new 

buildings. Development standards have been designed to be respectful of the residential character of the district. 

Unlike the Heritage District, which requires buildings be placed at the edge of the sidewalk, landscaped areas are 

required in the fronts of businesses in this Sub-District in order to give entryways a sense of importance and to 

distinguish businesses from residential uses.  



D. OTAB Land Use Matrix  

The following land use matrix shows the uses that are:  

▪ (P) Permitted outright  

▪ (C) Permitted with a conditional use permit  

▪ (PC) Permitted with conditions  

▪ (A) Permitted as an accessory use  

▪ (-) Prohibited  

LAND USE  HERITAGE SUB-DISTRICT  NEIGHBORHOOD SUB-DISTRICT  

Assembly Uses  

Funeral homes  C  -  

Movie and performing arts 

theaters, indoor  

P  -  

Places of worship  P  -  

Reception centers  C  -  

Social/Private club  P  -  

Commercial Service Uses  

Banks and financial institutions, 

excluding non-chartered financial 

services  

P  -  

Barber shops  P  PC  

Beauty salons  P  PC  

Child care centers  C  -  

Clothing alteration, custom 

dressmaking, or tailor shop  

P  PC  

Health and exercise center  P  -  



Massage or day spas  P  PC  

Nail salons  P  PC  

Pet grooming  P  -  

Shoe repair shops  P  PC  

Ticket, travel, and recreational 

activity agencies  

P  P  

Dining and Entertainment Uses  

Bakeries  P  PC  

Bars  C  -  

Coffee shops  P  PC  

Juice bars  P  PC  

 


