
Historic Protection Overlay Zones

Learn more about Historic Protection Overlay zones in Albuquerque.

What Are Historic Protection Overlay (HPO) Zones?
Albuquerque's Historic Protection Overlay Zones

Pros & Cons of HPOs

Historic City Landmarks

Albuquerque's Historic Protection Overlay zones were created by the City Council to protect areas

of historical, architectural or cultural significance. To ensure that building projects in historic zones

are compatible with traditional neighborhood character, in most instances property owners must

receive a Certificate of Appropriateness from the City before they begin work. These approvals are

granted by the Landmarks Commission (LC) or by City staff for the LC. Penalties including

additional fees, public hearings, fines, and court action may be imposed for failure to obtain a

Certificate of Appropriateness.

HPO Zone Maps

Citywide HPO map

East Downtown HPO map

East End Addition HPO map

Eighth and Forrester HPO map

Fourth Ward HPO map

Huning Highland and East Downtown (EDo) HPO map

Old Town HPO map

Silver Hill HPO map

FRAUD ALERT: We have been made aware of fraudulent emails sent to vendors and

applicants pretending to be from City staff and requesting application fees or payments.

These fraudulent requests are targeting customers of Planning Departments across the

nation. The City of Albuquerque will never ask you for payment or a wire transfer over the

phone, by text, or via personal email accounts. If you receive suspicious messages

requesting money, personal information, or immediate action, do not respond or click on any

links.
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https://documents.cabq.gov/planning/LUCC/Development%20(Design)%20Review%20in%20Historic%20Protection%20Overlay%20Zones.pdf
https://documents.cabq.gov/planning/historic-zones/HPOs-pros&cons.pdf
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https://documents.cabq.gov/planning/historic-zones/HistoricProtectionOverlayZones.pdf
https://documents.cabq.gov/planning/historic-zones/East%20Downtown%20HPO-1.pdf
https://documents.cabq.gov/planning/historic-zones/EastEnd%20Addition%20HPO-2.pdf
https://documents.cabq.gov/planning/historic-zones/EighthandForesterHPO.pdf
https://documents.cabq.gov/planning/historic-zones/FourthWardHPO.pdf
https://documents.cabq.gov/planning/historic-zones/HuningHighlandandEdoHPO.pdf
https://documents.cabq.gov/planning/historic-zones/OldTownHPO.pdf
https://documents.cabq.gov/planning/historic-zones/SilverHillHPO.pdf
https://www.cabq.gov/
https://www.cabq.gov/


Certificates of Appropriateness

A Certificate of Appropriateness is required for:

All exterior alterations, including porches, roofs, and windows

An addition to your building

New construction

Demolition of a building or part of a building

Erecting a fence

Placement of any manufactured or pre-built structure

Change in exterior materials - call the LC Sr. Planner

Erecting a business sign

No Certificate of Appropriateness is required (but building

permits may still be necessary) for:

Exterior Maintenance for the purpose of repairing deterioration of any architectural feature or

any part of the structure.

The work must be identical in design, size, texture, color and material in order to restore

the feature or structure to its original condition. This does not include replacing roofing,

windows, doors, etc. Repainting.

It is recommended that you consider historically appropriate paint colors. Re-stuccoing.

Some finishes are more historically accurate than others. Please consult the City staff to

assist you in obtaining appropriate information.

Interior maintenance, alteration or demolition that does not affect or alter the exterior

appearance of the structure.

How to obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness:

There are two levels of review for a Certificate of Appropriateness, and approval is based on the

Standards and Guidelines for the Historic Protection Overlay zone. Contact staff for help

identifying your zone.

Landmarks Commission Public Hearing - This is for proposed major alterations, new

construction, and demolition for any property listed as Contributing or Significant within the

Historic Protection Overlay Zone. Obtain an application and have the Staff explain the

submission requirements to you. Additional consultations with staff may be required,

depending on the size and scope of your project. Public notice is given prior to the hearing.

Landmarks Commission Staff Decision - This is for proposed work that does not require a

building permit, fences, and other smaller alterations to sites and structures. An approval can

be received in a few days or not longer than 10 working days after you submit your application.
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Call the Landmarks Commission Staff to discuss your project and to determine what level of review

is required. A checklist of items necessary for applications will be given to the applicant during a

consultation. Staff will also provide free Consulting Services. Staff members are trained in

architecture and architectural history. They are available to give some assistance, and they know of

other available resources. They will meet with you to discuss a restoration project, maintenance

problem, historically appropriate paint color, or other issues.

Contact Us
For questions or more information, email PlanningLC@cabq.gov or call 505-924-3860 and select

the option for "Boards, Commissions, and ZHE signs."

Survey: Proposed Santa Barbara/Martineztown Historic Protection Overlay Zone

Resources
ABQ-PLAN (Applications and Case Materials)

Historic Preservation

Historic Standards and Guidelines

Historic Tax Credit Programs

Integrated Development Ordinance (IDO)

Landmarks Commission

About the Planning Department

ABQ-PLAN

Accessory Dwelling Unit

AGIS - Maps

Boards & Commissions

Albuquerque City Council - Appeals

Development Process Manual Executive Committee

Development Hearing Officer
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